
 
 

STUDENT-STYLE GAP YEAR BECOMES KEY PART OF RETIREMENT PLANS 

Over three quarters (76%) of soon-to-be retirees have made plans to go travelling when they finish 

work finds new research from Zopa 

London, UK  November 2013; 2013’s retirees have a younger mind set than ever as they aim to 

emulate their grandchildren’s travel plans. Over two thirds (64%) of retirees plan to take mini ‘gap 

years’ by travelling for up to two months when they stop working, says new research out today. 

The ‘grey-gappers’ research from peer to peer lender, Zopa, has identified that the UK retirees are 

not happy spending their retirement at home, instead one in ten (11%) want to learn to scuba dive 

and over a third (36%) are planning a campervan road trip. Equally, nearly half (48%) of our 

adventurous pensioners want to experience a safari and a quarter (25%) are keen to take on a jungle 

trek. 

‘Grey-gappers’ and grandchildren 
A whopping 85% of those surveyed would visit a country based on a recommendation from their 

child or grandchild. It seems heading to the other side of the world is a top choice for ‘grey gappers’ 

with a third (35%) desperate to experience  New Zealand and 31% keen to follow their backpacking 

grandchildren by tackling Australia or America.  

Top ten destinations for trip of a lifetime Top ten activities to do on your trip of a lifetime 
1. New Zealand (35%) 1.    Safari/nature tour (48%) 
2. Australia (31%) 2.    Road trip in a campervan (36%) 
3. America (31%) 3.    Learn to cook local cuisine (25%) 
4. South East Asia (28%) 4. Jungle trekking (25%) 
5. India (20%) 5. Climb a mountain (19%) 
6. Southern Europe (20%) 6.    Swim with dolphins (19%) 
7. Canada (19%) 7.    Volunteer (16%) 
8. Andes trail (15%) 8.    Air balloon ride (15%) 
9. China (14%) 9.    Scuba diving (11%) 
10. South Africa (13%) 10.  Dune buggy riding (6%) 
 
Why take the trip now?  
With over one in five (23%) respondents highlighting fewer commitments and responsibilities, 
travelling during retirement is now the perfect time to see more of the world. And with over two 
thirds of respondents (65%) ditching travel agents and planning their once in a lifetime experience 
alone, it really signifies a shift in the perception of the retired traveller.  
 
Giles Andrews, CEO and co-founder of Zopa said, “With the default retirement age being phased out, 

saving for a comfortable and fun retirement is crucial. So whether your retirement goal is to trek to 

Machu Picchu or take a campervan trip around New Zealand, Zopa is helping savers get there sooner 

by avoiding the banks and offering above inflation returns.” 

Notes to editor – Results are from a Zopa member’s survey carried out in November 2013 that 

included 1446 respondents. 

http://www.zopa.com/
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About Zopa 
Zopa is the UK’s leading peer-to-peer lending company - bypassing banks and their high charges to 

put more back into the pockets of the UK’s savers and borrowers. Zopa matches smart borrowers 

looking for lower-rate loans with savers looking for higher interest.  Since Zopa was founded in 2005, 

it has arranged more than £420 million in peer-to-peer loans and has been voted ‘Most Trusted 

Personal Loan Provider’ in the Moneywise Customer Service Awards for the past four years. Zopa 

has over 45,000 active savers lending between £10 and £1 million and has a lower default rate on 

loans than the banks at 0.21% for all money that has been lent in the last 3 years. 
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