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A fter moving into my house, I 
really wanted to transform the 
old kitchen, but just couldn’t 
afford it,’ says Simone. ‘I decided 

to borrow some money and take out a 
loan. After a lot of research I discovered 
Zopa, which had a really great interest rate. 

Easy process
Zopa offers peer-to-peer lending, and I 
liked its competitive low rates and flexible 
terms. I borrowed £10,000, which I agreed 
to pay back over five years – and within  
a week of applying, the money was in my 
account. I wanted to knock the kitchen  

and room next door into one to create a 
large space, adding French windows and 
underfloor heating. I chose Shaker-style 
units and a fab range cooker. 

My Zopa loan really helped me with my 
project, and it was so straightforward and 
quick. Knowing that other people, rather 
than the bank, has contributed to my 
kitchen is a nice feeling, too. Borrowing 
from Zopa also comes with flexibility, as I 
can pay back more when I want to, with no 
early repayment fees. My new kitchen has 
made a huge difference to the way I live, 
allowing me to cook and entertain at home. 
Hopefully it’s added value to my house too!’

 kitchen  
 makeover 

 Simone transformed  
 her kitchen with  

 a loan from Zopa 

Essential info
 what is zopa?  Zopa is the UK’s leading peer-to-peer lender, which matches 

smart borrowers looking for low-rate loans with savers who want higher interest 
rates on their savings. Both parties get better rates and flexible terms. 

 tried & tested  Founded in 2005, Zopa has arranged more than £350 
million in loans and has been voted ‘Most Trusted Personal Loan Provider’ in  
the Moneywise Customer Awards for the past four years. Zopa offers loans  
from £1,000 to £15,000, and borrowers can 
repay early without fees.

 visit zopa.com/styleathome  
to find out more about Zopa and how you  
can borrow money for your own project.

Taking out a Zopa loan gave Stylist at Home  
Simone, from London, her dream scheme

It’s so homely

My room...
aBoUt me I’m Simone 
Brackenborough and I work at  
a hospital as a pharmacist. I live  
in London with my cat, Snowy. 

my home  A semi-detached 
three-bedroom Edwardian house, 
which I bought in 2011.

when i BoUGht it  As it had been 
rented out for years, the house 
needed work. The original kitchen, 
in particular, was tiny. There was no 
room for a fridge and it had hardly 
any cupboard space. I decided to 
knock through to the room next to 
the kitchen to make one large room.

and now  The house has a lovely 
homely feel and the space flows 
really well. The kitchen is much 
larger, with smart Shaker-style 
cabinets to match the style of the 
architecture, and a fab range cooker. 
It’s now a lovely sociable room. 

style tip Make sure you plan 
ahead and think about the small 
details, such as where the light 
switches will go. This will prevent 
costly changes being made later  
on. Refurbishing pieces of furniture 
is also a good way to save money 
and create something unique.
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